
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

MBA CLARIFIES THE CONCERNS OVER B10 PROGRAMME FOR THE  
TRANSPORT SECTOR  

 
Kuala Lumpur, June 15 – Following the recent news reports pertaining to concerns 

by automotive makers on the implementation of B10 programme in the transport sector 
beginning June 2016, the Malaysian Biodiesel Association (MBA) would like to take this 
opportunity to clarify these concerns and share the following information: 
 

 With respect to engine warranty for vehicles using higher than 7% biodiesel blends, it is 
of the view that there is no issue as the MBA understands that exemptions will be given 
to Euro 5 diesel and also retail stations at highlands with low temperature, e.g. Cameron 
Highlands, Genting Highlands and Kundasang, Sabah. 
 

 Precipitation of palm methyl esters (PME) at low temperature is more critical in 
temperate countries and not in the tropical climate in Malaysia. 

 

 The measured cold filter plugging point (CFPP) of the B10 blend is lower than 12 
degrees Celsius, which is the lowest recorded temperature at Cameron Highlands during 
the trials conducted. 

 

 The MBA had also organized a B10 expedition to Cameron Highlands on March 30-31, 
2016, comprising diesel vehicles of various brands and models using diesel blended with 
10% palm biodiesel or B10, as well as B20, B50 and 100% palm biodiesel or B100. 
These vehicles travelled exceeding 600 km cumulatively and there were no known 
engine issues during this trial by the Association. 

 

 The Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB) is already carrying out extended trials utilizing 
higher biodiesel blends on diesel vehicles at highlands and the MBA does not foresee 
any issues. 

 

 The cost effectiveness of biodiesel would be even better as palm biodiesel will further 
improve the lubricity of Euro 5 diesel with lower sulfur levels. 

 

 The implementation of B10 programme will put Malaysia at par with the national 
biodiesel mandates that are presently implemented in other countries around the globe, 
in particular countries that have a strong agricultural economy. Such countries that have 
progressively embarked on higher biodiesel blends include: Indonesia (B20), the US (up 
to B10 in some states), Colombia (B10), Argentina (B10), Brazil (B8) and France (B8). 

 
The MBA also reiterates once again its willingness to co-operate with all relevant 

agencies such as MPIC and MPOB, petroleum companies and automotive makers to 
address all technical details to ensure the smooth implementation of B10 in the transport 
sector nationwide. 
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Notes to Editors 
 
1. For further enquiries, please contact Ms Chan Pek Wan of the MBA Secretariat at 

Tel: 03-6286 7200 / Fax: 03-6277 6714 / Email: secretariat@mybiodiesel.org.my / 
pek_wan@fmm.org.my  

 
 
2. About Malaysian Biodiesel Association (MBA) 
 

The MBA was established in September 2008 to represent the interest of the 
biodiesel industry in Malaysia. It has a membership of 21 companies who have 
collectively invested approximately RM 2.2 billion in this country. The member 
companies are located in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak; with a 
cumulative installed capacity of 2.4 million tonnes per annum.  
 
MBA members supply palm biodiesel to the national biodiesel mandate in the 
transport sector, which began in June 2011 with a blending of 5% palm biodiesel with 
95% diesel; also known as the B5 programme. The blending percentage was 
subsequently increased to 7% (i.e. 7% palm biodiesel with 93% diesel) with the B7 
programme launched in November 2014. Both the B5 and B7 programmes have 
been rolled out smoothly nationwide. 
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